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Instructor Information 
 

Name:  Anna Nuñez, Room 311 Email Address: anna.nunez@lcps.org      Remind: Text the message @b3c376  

                                                                                                                                                                    to the number 81010 

Course Description 
This course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester, introductory college course in environmental science. Per the AP College Board, the 

goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to 

understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate 

the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving them. This is a very rigorous course which 

requires commitment to stay current with all the assignments and obtain success. A passion for learning about the environment will facilitate the 

joy in learning all nine units. 

This is an interactive class that involves indoor and outdoor laboratory activities, field studies, case studies, classwork and discussion, reading and 

reflection assignments, and individual and group projects.  It is a fast-paced course due to the amount of material that must be covered in 

preparation for the test on May 11, 2020. Expect to have homework each class period in the form of reading, taking notes, watching videos and 

answering questions, completing classwork, or a lab completion. Practice in math skills is highly recommended. If you are not strong in a specific 

math skill, it is advisable to watch Khan or YouTube videos teaching the math skill and to practice, practice, practice. We cannot spend multiple 

class periods doing math. We will take field trips to Claude Moore Park and other off-campus facilities requiring additional permission forms for bus 

travel. 

Materials 

Required Materials (you should bring these for each class) 

1. Three-ring notebook (1.5 inches thick or greater) 

2. Graph Paper composition notebook 

3. Loose-leaf notebook paper 

4. Pencils and pens 

5. A laptop. This year, all returning PVH students will be issued a school laptop. Bring it charged with a pair of earbuds or earphones. You 

may choose to use your own laptop if preferred. 

 

Textbook 

Miller, G., & Spoolman, S. E. (2012). Living in the Environment (17th ed., AP Edition). Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole. 

Grading Work 

This course will include, and you will be evaluated on, the following types of assignments. Grading will be weighed as follows: 

1. Exams (1)     45%    

2. Projects and Labs (2)    35%                     

3. Quizzes      10%    

4. Field Work    10% 

5. Homework and Classwork (3)   0%   

(1)  Exams will be designed to replicate the conditions present during the APES exam. Multiple-choice and free-response questions will be used and 

timed accordingly.  
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(2)  Multiple labs will occur, and students will get practice to design their own. At least one formal lab write-up will be assigned per semester. 

Projects may be in the form of posters, debates, model designs, or media products. 

(3) These assignments will provide students an opportunity to prepare for summative assessments, specifically the unit exams, quizzes, and AP test 

in May.  They will be evaluated for correctness and completeness. One example is the Progress Checks in the form of online multiple-choice 

questions and the Note packets they will receive for chapter readings. A bonus of up to 10% will be added to the associated unit exam or topic quiz 

based on the student’s score. Late work will be accepted through the end of the quarter in which it was assigned, but the bonus appended to the 

respective summative assessment will decrease by 10% for each calendar day late. 

Summative assessments will measure the mastery of learning objectives. Students will be provided multiple opportunities, if needed, to 

demonstrate mastery through a variety of assessments. 

Grading Scale 

Grade Numerical Equivalent Grade Numerical Equivalent 

A+ 98-100 C 73-76 

A 93-97 C- 70-72 

A- 90-92 D+ 67-69 

B+ 87-89 D 63-66 

B 83-86 D- 60-62 

B- 80-82 F 59 and below 

C+ 77-79   

 

Absences 

It is your responsibility to make up all assignments which include homework, quizzes, exams, labs, projects, and classwork. If absent during field 

work, it is your responsibility to obtain team information if you were assigned on a team, and there may be an additional assignment such as 

watching a video with questions or worksheet, to make up the missed field topics. It is your responsibility to initiate dialogue with Mrs. Nuñez for 

determining when the work or test is due. 

Students with planned excused absences such as school activities, athletics, family vacations, planned medical appointments, or university visits, 

must make arrangements prior to leaving, for turning in work or make-up tests. Unexcused absences will also require making up work and 

scheduling tests or quizzes missed. 

Always visit Mrs. Nunez’s Google Classroom page for assignments and information missed while absent. 

Reassessment Policy 

Students will be provided the “Round 2” provision which will be explained in class.  If a student is absent the following class period after taking an 

exam and missing the “Round 2” opportunity for improving on the exam, the student must initiate dialogue with Mrs. Nunez within one week for 

improving with Round 2. 

Classroom and Outdoor Expectations 

General:  

• Respect yourself 

o You have been given a great opportunity to prepare yourself for the future 

o Be a positive role-model for others 

• Respect other students 

o Both inside and outside the classroom 
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o Do not disrupt another student’s opportunity to learn 

• Focus on environmental science and the learning process while in class and out 

o Stay positive 

o A large percentage of your grade is dependent on your effort, which is directly impacted by your conduct in the classroom 

Phone Use 

o Rule 1: Turn them off upon entering class 

o Rule 2: Put them away in your backpack or purse. Always ask permission to charge phones and use the designated charging station  

o Rule 3: Never accept or place a phone call during class 

o Rule 4: When we use them for instructional purposes only, never text or use social media during class 

o Rule 5: When you go to the restroom, place your phone on my desk and pick up on return. 

I have the right to ask you for your phone and store it in the wardrobe until you leave, or, ask you to call your parent/guardian if any of the above 

rules are violated. 

Course Topics 

  
                                Units                                                      AP Exam Weighting 

1. The Living World: Ecosystems                                                         6-8% 

2. The Living World: Biodiversity                                                         6-8% 

3. Populations                                                                                         10-15% 

4. Earth Systems and Resources                                                          10-15% 

5. Land and Water Use                                                                          10-15% 

6. Energy Resources and Consumption                                              10-15% 

7. Atmospheric Pollution                                                                       7-10% 

8. Aquatic and Terrestrial Pollution                                                     7-10% 

9. Global Change                                                                                     15-20% 

                                            

Safety Procedures 

All students must sign a separate safety form outlining use of eye wash, shower, fire extinguisher, fire blanket, master electrical turn-off button, 

and glassware. Behavior such as throwing objects, rough-housing, using utensils in an inappropriate manner will not be tolerated. Directions will 

always be read and followed when conducting an indoor or outdoor lab investigation. 

Since we will be going outdoors, planned or not planned, rain or shine, hot or cold (not colder than 32 OF) students are always expected to wear 

appropriate clothing for the season. It is highly recommended to wear long pants, closed toed shoes (old sneakers or hiking boots) and to spray 

with insect repellent, especially during the warm weather. Ticks are prevalent at Claude Moore park and on campus. Mrs. Nuñez cannot issue or 

share bug spray with students, since it is considered medicinal. During the colder months, it is suggested to bring a coat and gloves to class since 

some of our walks take 15+ minutes to reach the final destination. 

 

Communication 

Mrs. Nuñez may be emailed anytime at anna.nunez@lcps.org , texted via the Remind app, available in the mornings between 8:15-9:00 AM, 

available during most planning periods, lunch, and by appointment only for after school. 
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AP Environmental Science 
STUDENT and PARENT/GUARDIAN COMMITMENT FORM 

 

Thank you very much for taking time to read the syllabus.  After reading, please sign this form and have your student 

return this page only by the third class period. Thank you and your student for continued commitment to academics, 

especially in the sciences. 

By signing this form, you have acknowledged reading the APES Syllabus and understand the expectations regarding: 

• Time requirements, workload, and pace of class 

• Grading work and Grade Scale 

• Assignment types 

• Safety Rules 

• Absence and Reassessment policy 

• Classroom and Outdoor expectations 

• Phone use 

• Communication 

• College Board Course Topics  
 

I am aware that my child must be motivated and committed toward mastery of environmental science in 
order to be a successful AP Environmental Science student and be successful on the AP Environmental Science 
exam scheduled for May 11, 2020.   
 

 

  _________________________________                 ________________________________  

       Parent/Guardian (Printed)                                                        Student Name (Printed) 

 

_________________________________                 ________________________________  

       Parent/Guardian Signature                                                  Student Signature  

 

_________________________________                 ________________________________  

        Parent/Guardian  email                       Student email  

Parents/Guardian: Please indicate your preferred method of contact and provide a phone number if that is 

your preference. 


